LORD  OXFORD  WAS  SHAKESPEARE
to Holland, Nash) "has a libertie to reprove all
and name none, for one being spoken to, all are
offended; none being blamed, no man is injured.
Stop shallow water still running, it will rage; or
tread on a worme and it will turne; then blame
not Schollers vexed with sharpe lines, if they
reprove too much thy liberty of reproofe."
"Shallow water running'3 may be a ford for
oxen, or an Ox-ford, and " Ver" is a worm. Mr.
Allen invited a reviewer, sceptical of this allusion,
to visit the church at Long Melford (Suffolk),
where there is a stained-glass window to the de
Veres, in which is shown an Ox crossing a ford,
In Much Ado about Nothing Benedict (Oxford) says:
"Most expedient for the Wise if Don Worm his
conscience find no impediment to the contrary/3
Professor Slater says (p. 86): "The phrase 'an
upstart crow beautified with our feathers' may
mean no more than that the actor to whom they
were applied got the applause which the dramatist
who wrote his lines really deserved, and c bombast
out a blank verse3 declaim the lines given him
with loud voice and superfluous gestures. The
whole passage, however, is generally taken to
imply that Greene believed Shakespeare the actor
to be the author of plays compiled out of other
men3s productions* * . ."
Chettle the publisher expressed his regrets to
one of the dramatists that he had not modified
what Greene wrote, and added: "Because divers
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